8/6/53 KOREAN TRUCE
X Fresident (The Ferson)

x Quantieo Meeting

The Fresident's visit to the Department of Defense Conference st Quantico
on July 25th and 26th oceurred during the final stages of the negotiations
for truce in Korea, It seemed cbvicus to those who knew him well that
the President was under eensiderable strain during the trip. However,
when he was with others than White House steff members, he kept a cheerful
sppearance snd probably did yery mach enjoy this bresk from routine and
opporturnity to return to a military base and mest with many old friemds,

There wes csuse for the President's unessiness from the very bepinning,
for his departure for Quantice wes delayed by the need for alastminute
session with Secretary Dulles and Assistant Secretary Robertson on Friday
afterncon. On Friday evening the Fresldent completely departed from his
routine by remaining up untdl neerly one-thirty, while he talked an and on
with Oeneral Cater (Commandent at Quantico), Mr. Cutler, Mr. Hagerty, and
Colenel Carrell. In his conversstion he did not cencentrate on the Xoresn
situation, but did revert to his experiences during World Wer II. It im
perhape significant that he recalled hie discuseions with Marshal Zhukov,
which emphasized the complete disregard of the Russians for the value of
human beings. He told ocne story about how Zhukev explained that the
Fuesiane cleared mine fields for their tanke by marching troops over them.
Also, Marshal fhukov hed expressed surprise that the Anericans should allow
themselves to have difficulty with hendling Germsn prisoners of war. The
Frosident recalled that he had explained to Zhukov that there was always
the danger that the Germans could retaliste against American prisoners,
whereupon the Marshal ssked why the Americans had any worrdes about their
prisoners in Germany, for they were no longer of any value for fightingl

The President alsc stayed up long bayond hiz custemary bedtime on Saturday
night, again talking almost incessantly to his close friende.

It had heen expected that the truce would be signed early Sunday morning
(Washington time)., Indeed, the President had asked the Cabinet menters
%o ettend ehurch services with him in the event it was mccomplished. On
Saturday afternoon ot Quantico, he learned thet the Communists had propoged
the signing ceremony for Sundey evening rather than morning, end he was
concerned lest thiz delay be the forerunner of sdditional delays.

While at Guantico the President worked on the message he plenned to make
when the truce wae migmed. He went over it on Saturday meming and then

worked 1t over sgain exbensively with M-, Ha and Colonel 3
i B SEalTele B nmﬂﬂlu!tegn?ﬂ BE Al




CONFDENTIAL

Memorandum on KOREAN TRUCE, August 6, 1953 - page 2

during the drive back to Washington on Sunday. In the middle of Sunday
efternoon he celled Mr. Hagerty to get his opinion on chenging the end
of the message to incorporate the peragraph from Linceln's second
inaupgural sddress concerning "malice toward nene". He told Hagerty he
had just been resding over Lincoln materisl.

It iz perhape significent that the President tumed to Lincoln's works
at this crucial menment prier to the truce. He epent moat of Sundsy
afternoon by himaelf in what Hagerty termed "a contemplative mood",

at first painting, then reading. (Mre. Eisenhower ance remarked to
Hagerty that Fresident Lincoln was the only one of the Fresidents whose
residence there could still be felt. Thia feeling of Linecoln in the
Wnite House hes slso been confirmed by members of the Secret Serviee and
others who have gpent time in the White House.)

In maeking arrsngements for his truce message, the President had insisted
that they have officisz] word from Genersl Clark pricr to going on the
air, for he feared that press reports might be premature, that they would
probably be sent out as scon as aigning began, bot that there wes stdll
the poseibdlity that something would go wrong before the signing wes
aomplete.

(Thizs report is based on comments made by Mr. Hagerty shortly after
the Quantico meeting.)

Mimmich
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